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® Potato farmers under Pressure @ British barley for China S ik

Ken Fletcher

Mild weather has trouble in store

HEAVY RAIN and high

compounders find wheat more the week,
winds plus unseasonally high THE GLEANEH - comgetiﬁvely priced in animal In2014/"15, potato seed ex orts
temperatures this past week of rations. outwith the EUpwere up 15.5% toa
up to 170C may have added there are global weather issues Poor exports and strong imports, UK malting premiums have highest total ever of 90,000 tonnes.
cost to already under-pressure t are croppin ug which helps  where i?l)gptember Imports were continued to reduce and, with EU  InScotland, hich accounts for
arable farmers, especially mi_lpportprices. e 2015 Liffefeed  the highest since July, 2014, has
potato men. w i i

malt barley the cheapest in the around 80% of UK seed potato
eat futures were up 0.05p on the nothe aﬁedﬂ'us and maize imports world, the premium is down to i
As well as the clear up costs, week to £115 per tonne, showing 0

L exports, the sector is estimated to
have remained surprisingly  £10 per tonne over feed. be 00m wing.
the mild weather is Playing havoc  how little the markets aremoving,  hioh ag well. T“r{’ere is a big surplus to export, Most of this growth came from a
with some potato ‘stores which Though weather in the S exports have also been slow estimated at around 2m tonneg market share jump in E t, which
are having to work their Systems  appears to be better, with some  in comparison and at the end of and Im needs to be o orted in  now equates to 58% of all GB
harder to cope with the above  rain forecast for most of the plains, October were 2.3m tonnes less  the next six months to have any  exports. Freedom from dickeya,
average ambient temperatures, crop conditions in Russia and the year on year. The EU commission chance of clearing stores. Year- - brown rot and ring rot, has pushed
And those potatoes in ambient Ukraine are a concern. The Russian increased estimates of wheat On-year consumption in the July-  Dutch seed off top spot.
stores, have geen having issues  crop is put at 25% ‘poor’ against garoduction by 4.6m tonnes to September quarter by brewers, Other countries often have much
with the cro breaking dormancy,  16% at this time last ear. 63.2m tonnes and end stocks Were  maltsters and distillers is down by  stricter seed import standards
1ead.i_ng to }Zars of later quali Parts of the U raine have increased by 21% t0 17.6m tonnes. 79 ¢ 447,000 tonnes, than the EU, so B Potatoes
issues. Luckily, quite a lot of the  suffered their driest autumn in 50 That’s a lot of grain to shift. Millers, starch and ethanol  is workin, with SASA to meet the
Crop was storec? in pretty good  years, which has resulted in onl In contrast, arley exports from roducers consumed just over needs of -’ﬁl involved.
nick, having been harvested in  86% of wheat getting sown an, , the EU and are ahead of last ] gm tonnes of wheat in the three Cuba, India and Vietham are
ier conditions than we have now, - of the sown area, 45% hag not  year and UK barle eXports to  months to September — down 5% st three of the 50 Plus countries
Compared to cereals, the good lz_ielIm‘:rnjnatet:I and their 2016 wheat China would help a lot once they  on the same period last year. The AHDB is focussing on with
news is that potato prices this est could fall by nearly a third, follow France’s fead and get the UK oat millin industry used an
year have picked up and the GB This could see Ukraine’s

support from SASA.
Totocol required rubber-stamped estimated 125,000 tonnes in the E)P
potato weekly average price was harvest drop 8m tonnes, but more g.see foll i

their nutritional value compared
Tape futures were up f4on  with rice, and a better use of water.

dia is the world’s second
OWing page for news). first three months, which is an largest producer of ware potatoes,
up last week by £3.12 to £139.87, importanﬂy lead to a 339% droF in To g[ve a steer on how this could increase of 6% on the same period. ina and, in China, potatoes
compared to £109.85 at the same exportable surplus, down to 10m benefit the UK, French barley e UK’s ex farm price for are now officially seen as staple
time last year. The weekly free-buy  tonnes, orts were up 56% year-on- ear,  milling wheat was ufp £290 to  food.
Price was down £1.37 to £134.86, Despite another big domestic j uding 1.87m tonnés and a 3209/, £119.8(§, compared to feed wheat Potato consumption in China is
compared to £78.86 in 2014, wheat crop in 2015 anq obvious  increase in tomage to China, which went down £1 50 to £106.70. currently 40kg /head, with a goal
The cereals markets have been  surplus, the UK continued to be a The UK feed arley market is  Feed barley was down £2 to £98 30 of 60kg/head, partly to help with
- quiet this past week and have been  nett importer of wheat in the first quiet due to a stronger sterling  and ojlseed rape delivered Erith food security, but aE;o because of
stuck within a £4 price range for  quarter of 2015/1s, although to against the euro and domestiz was up 50p to £269, even though
the last three weeks, However, alesser extent than é)

ayearearlier.  consumer demand lackingasfeed  pjlsee
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